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the Orders were almost restored to their former strength in
Palestine.
The capture of every part of the Holy Land by the
Khorasmians had at one time seemed inevitable, but the
invaders, like the Franks, exhausted themselves at Gaza.
With their reinforcements from Europe, the military Orders
were able to withstand the further attacks of the savages, and
even to regain a part of the lost territory. The Khorasmians
had no reservoir on which to draw for additional men to
replace their losses. The friendship with Egypt had not
lasted long, and in 1247 the former allies met in two great
battles. The Egyptian army won both battles decisively, and
the Khorasmians were annihilated almost to a man.
Although the Khorasmian menace was thus removed,
Egypt, which now held the Holy City, remained a danger,
and the military Orders, who alone among the Christians
could put any appreciable disciplined body in the field, could
not hope to conquer so powerful an enemy. Such an achieve-
ment was possible only to an army from the West, and no
such army appeared in Palestine. For a century and a half
Christendom had sent its expeditions to the aid of the Franks,
but interest had dwindled ever since the great movement
which led to the First Crusade in 1096, Influential Popes,
powerful kings or emperors, enthusiastic nobles, fanatical
preachers had from time to time been able to enlist large
armies for the holy war, but with each succeeding generation
the West showed less desire to take part in the struggle for
the Holy Land. The flow of pilgrims was always con-
siderable, but to recruit an expedition for war in the East grew
ever more difficult, even when comparative peace reigned in
Europe and the whole strength of the Church supported a
Crusade. When the Holy See felt that other things were
more important than the struggle against Islam or when the
great princes were at war, the cause of the Holy Land was
practically ignored.